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Happy New Year Wishes to the Members of the NFI, 
  

Sharing will enrich everyone with more knowledge. Ana Monnar (1954, Cuban-born, Educator, Founder of 
Readers Are Leaders U.S.A.) 
 
Our greatest assets continue to be our Trainers, Training Center Directors, and the members, who support and 
advance our mission. Communications with one another through our Google listserv enhances our connections 
and our understanding. Each month, questions and issues are discussed related to NIDCAP care. Most recently, 
the issue of “octopuses and other newborn nursery comfort items” was raised. This topic elicited many responses 
from our members, who offered observations and recommendations. The NFI refrained from issuing a formal 
statement on care objects. As a non-profit organization, the NFI must be mindful to avoid specific endorsement or 
critique of marketed and for profit items. The NFI as organization holds support to parents as the best and 
primary caregivers of their infants as its foremost goal. The NFI seeks to support parents and the infant’s family as 
well as nursery caregivers, in their often challenging roles of care and nurturance for the infant. Technology that 
might be interpreted to substitute for the parents’ comforting hands and nurturing body must be evaluated as to 
its effectiveness in comparison to the effectiveness of the well-supported parent. Perhaps we might wish in our 
other forums, such as our Family Advisory Council, our Developmental Observer publication and our NFI blog 
posts, to continue to explore this topic and prompt well-designed research in this area. Please reach out with your 
interest to further explore this and other NIDCAP-related topics. 
 
UPDATES: 

• Our revised 2017 NFI Strategic Plan is available online on the Member Services page. 
• The NFI’s Advancement Committee participated in the Newman’s Own Foundation $500k Holiday 

Challenge fundraising campaign and raised $3,885 in donations to our organization. A grateful thank-you 
to those who generously promoted and supported this effort. 

• The NFI sent out holiday greetings to our members and supporters with wishes of a Happy New Year. A 
number of other holiday e-card wishes were sent to our group from individual training centers. Fatima 
Clemente, MD, NIDCAP Trainer, shared holiday greetings with the news that our beloved NIDCAP Trainers 
Meeting Elk (also known as Wapiti) (statue) has arrived safely from arctic Edmonton, Alberta, Canada in 
Porto, Portugal, the site of our upcoming 2018 annual NIDCAP Trainers Meeting. 
 

NEWS: 
• Kaye Spence, AM, Co-Director Australasian NIDCAP Training Centre shared a link released by the Public 

Health Agency of Canada of the first two chapters of the Canadian National Guidelines on Family-Centred 
Maternity and Newborn Care. 

• Marzieh Hasanpour, PhD, NIDCAP Professional, shared her most recent article: Alimohammadi N, Jafari-
Mianaei S, Hasanpour M, Banki-Poorfard AH, Sadat Hoseini A.S. Parents’ Role Before and During Infancy: 
An Islamic Perspective. Iranian Journal of Neonatology. 2017 Dec: 8(4). DOI: 
10.22038/ijn.2017.22671.1270 
 

 
 
 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__nidcap.org_en_sign-2Din_&d=DwMGaQ&c=qS4goWBT7poplM69zy_3xhKwEW14JZMSdioCoppxeFU&r=7wH1CByw_4fw3u3BIllGVDXp0u3ZLvnz6ckdw0_eo53ZnKXKqMYbPPSwE2gWJQVP&m=_Jea5J1GMal6Q9TjGDdqMhrxbrWBRhCWx6QyIkaAG-s&s=8Ye5Mvlp7xB92x3a120FHeA5RmE8ocAYuJ7TyIVtrUo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.crowdrise.com_o_en_campaign_nidcap-2Dfederation-2Dinternational-2Dthe-2Dvoice-2Dof-2Dthe-2Dnewborn_nidcap-2Dfederation-2Dintl-2Dinc&d=DwMGaQ&c=qS4goWBT7poplM69zy_3xhKwEW14JZMSdioCoppxeFU&r=6E6J0La-6zGiWgljXkS3KYClBLSyPaVJ_mt2Mmt5nwzJFn2K_wbMq8FioZATkBUS&m=v16E72hsYobZCkLwi-I2tcWR5-3Di00N8c8sUfaLWQY&s=PfZ0q-Me0oHl9uEtN_jHsCZUsXrRgWUBgagx50HOcmc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.crowdrise.com_o_en_campaign_nidcap-2Dfederation-2Dinternational-2Dthe-2Dvoice-2Dof-2Dthe-2Dnewborn_nidcap-2Dfederation-2Dintl-2Dinc&d=DwMGaQ&c=qS4goWBT7poplM69zy_3xhKwEW14JZMSdioCoppxeFU&r=6E6J0La-6zGiWgljXkS3KYClBLSyPaVJ_mt2Mmt5nwzJFn2K_wbMq8FioZATkBUS&m=v16E72hsYobZCkLwi-I2tcWR5-3Di00N8c8sUfaLWQY&s=PfZ0q-Me0oHl9uEtN_jHsCZUsXrRgWUBgagx50HOcmc&e=


Your feedback, questions, comments, NFI updates, and membership news addressed to the Board, and/or to me 
personally always are welcome.  
Yours in support of the NFI, 
  
Deborah  
  
Deborah Buehler, PhD 
NFI, President, Member of the Board  
Associate Director of the West Coast NIDCAP and APIB Training Center  
West Coast NIDCAP & APIB Training Center 
UCSF Division of Neonatology, Box 0734 
550 16th Street, Floor 5 
San Francisco, CA 94143 USA  
Email: deborahbuehler@comcast.net 
Linked In: www.linkedin.com/in/deborahbuehler/ 

applewebdata://AA2212A7-DEC7-4001-ACE3-E7CCD291C457/UrlBlockedError.aspx
applewebdata://AA2212A7-DEC7-4001-ACE3-E7CCD291C457/redir.aspx?REF=CuHGyI-FboKJ_VQ_-vKJ6hqrsVs_kETRWQDoK_KTSerjhU08VB3UCAFodHRwOi8vd3d3LmxpbmtlZGluLmNvbS9pbi9kZWJvcmFoYnVlaGxlci8.

